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Area  in  acres  . 

. 3,416 

Humber  of  houses 

i 

1 

1 

occunied .  9,106 

Rateable  value  at 

1 st  April,  1 969 

..£1,207,339 

Additional  occupied 
houses  combined  with 

Sum  represented  by 
penny  rate  . 

.  £3,080 

shops  . 

113 

Number  of  houses  owned 

Population 
(  mid  1969  )  . 

28,130 

by  the  Council  .......  1 

,404 

BIRTHS 

DEATHS 

Live  Births  -  Legitimate 

Deaths  All 

causes 

Male  . 

....  226 

Male . 

96 

Female  . . 

275 

Female  . 

93 

'T’o-f-n  1 

Total  . 

.189 

Illegitimate 

Deaths  of  infants  under 

Male . 

15 

one  year 

• 

Female  . 

17 

Male  . . . 

4 

Total  . . 

32 

Female  . . . 

4 

Total  live  births 

Total . . . 

8 

Male  . . 

....  241 

Deaths  of  infants  under 

Femal  <=*  . 

292 

one  wee k  of  a^e 

Total  . 

Male 

2 

Stillbirths 

Female  . . . . 

4 

Total  . . . 

6 

Male  . 

....  2 

Female  . 

....  2 

Death  rate  per  1,000 
estimated  population  . . . 

6.7 

Total  . 

4 

Infant  mortality  per 

1  , 000  live  births  ..... 

13 

Birth  rate  per  1,000 
estimated  population  ....  18.9 


Causes  of  deaths  -  year  ending  31  st  December,  196$). 


i 

i 

Registrar  General’s  Classification 


Tuberculosis  ! 

Streptococcal  Sore  Throat,  Scarlet 

Fever 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 

- 

Malignant  neoplasm  -  stomach 

i 

Malignant  neoplasm  -  intestine 
Malignant  neoplasm  -  lung,  bronchus 
Malignant  neoplasm  -  breast 

i 

Malignant  neoplasm  -  uterus 
Malignant  neoplasm  -  prostate  j 

i 

Leukaemia 

Other  malignant  neoplasms,  etc. 

Benign  and  unspecified  neoplasms 

i 

Diabetes  mellitus 

Other  endocrine  diseases 

Anaemias 

( 

Meningitis 

Other  diseases  of  nervous  system 

Chronic  rheumatic  heart  disease  j 

Hypertensive  disease 

Ischaemic  heart  disease 

Other  forms  of  heart  disease 

Cerebrovascular  disease 

Other  diseases  of  circulatory  system 

Influ enza 

Pneumonia 

Bronchitis  and  emphysema 

i 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

Other  diseases  of  digestive  system 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

Other  diseases,  genito-ur inary  system 

Congenital  anomalies 

Birth  injury,  difficult  labour 

i 

Other  causes  of  perinatal  mortality 

All  other  accidents 

Suicide  and  self-inflicted  injuries 


TOTALS 


Male 


1 

1 

4 

1 

7 


1 

1 

5 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

31 

5 
9 

6 

4 

3 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 


96 


Female 


1 

3 

3 

1 

7 
3 

1 

8 


3 

1 


1 

2 

3 

21 

4 
3 

3 

1 

9 

1 

1 

4 


1 

2 

1 


93 


Total 


1 

1 

i 

1  i 

9 

4 

8  j 

7 

3 

1 

2 

13 

1 

4 
1 
1 
1 

2 

2 

3 

32 

9 

14 
9 
1 

13 

4 

3 

4 
1 
1 
2 

3 

2 

1 

2 

1 


189 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


TUBERCULOSIS 

There  was  one  death  from  this  disease  during  19&9. 

Four  new  cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  came  to  notice. 


OTHER  NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES 

The  following  cases  were  notified: - 


Scarlet  fever  3 
Measles  70 
Infective  hepatitis  2 
Meningococcal  infection  2 
Malaria  (  contracted  abroad)  2 
Dysentery  2 
Food  poisoning  1 


NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACTS 


Formal  action  was  necessary  in  order  to  remove  one 
elderly  woman  to  hospital  care. 


/ 
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A  REPORT 

ON  THE  SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES 

OF  THE  WIGS T OH  URBAN  DISTRICT 

FOR  THE  YEAR  ENDED  31  st  DECEMBER,  1 9^9 


H.  DEAMER,  M.A.P.H.I, 


Chief  Public  Health  Inspector 
and  Cleansing  Superintendent. 
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1  •  WATER  SUPPLY 


Water  is  supplied  to  the  urban  district  by  the  Leicester 
Water  Department.  Fluoridation  is  not  practiced  and  the  water 
possesses  neither  excess  hardness  nor  plumbo  solvency.  The 
quantity  and  quality  of  the  supply  have  been  satisfactory. 

In  late  summer  Asellus  re-appeared  in  the  water  supplied  to  the 
Oadby  Road  area  but  these  were  promptly  eliminated  by  the 
water  undertaking  carrying  out  a  central  dosing  operation. 

Of  the  28,000  persons  living  in  the  9&1  9  houses  in  the 
district  all  but  four  persons  have  an  internal  mains  supply. 
These  four  are  in  two  isolated  farm  houses  with  a  well  water 
supply. 


Examination  of  water 

(a)  Mains  Wat er 

Forty  samples  taken  for  bacteriological  examination 
were  all  reported  satisfactory. 

(b)  Well  Water 


Two  samples  of  well  water  taken  for  bacteriological 
examination  after  filtration  by  a  household  candle 
type  filter  were  reported  satisfactory. 


(°) 


Swimming  Pool 


These  results  are  very  satisfactory. 

The  sample  is  incubated  at  blood  heat  and  the  bacterial  content 

determined  (  plate  count).  Samples  are  also  examined  for  the 

presence  of  coliform  organisms  (  the  faocal  type  of  which  are 

indicative  of  excremental  pollution. )  The  standard  required  is 

that  no  sample  should  contain  ccliforn  organisms  in  100  millilitres  while 

in  75%>  of  the  samples  taken  the  plate  count  should  not  exceed  10 
per  millilitre.  In  the  remaining  25%>  of  samples,  counts  as  high 
as  100  per  millilitre  can  be  regarded  as  satisfactory. 

None  of  the  samples  taken  contained  coliform  organisms  and  in 
approximately  88/6  the  plate  count  did  not  exceed  10  per  millilitre. 
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2  -  SEWERAGE  AND  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL 

Every  part  of  the  urban  district  is  sexvered  with  the 
exception  of  the  east  part  and  Kilby  Bridge.  Consequently 
only  k-G  dwellings  are  not  drained  into  public  sewers  and 
more  than  half  of  these  have  water  closets  drained  to  septic 
tanks  and  filters  or  cesspools. 

The  storm  and  foul  sewers  have  been  extended  as  housing 
estates  have  developed  and  work  is  to  start  in  January,  1  970 
on  enlarging  the  storm  sewers  near  the  Spion  Kop  to  prevent  the 
periodic  flooding  of  premises  during  excessive  rainfall. 


3 .  CESSPOOLS  AND  CLOSETS 

It  is  estimated  that  there  are  11,371  water  closets  in 
the  district.  There  are  19  cesspools  and  12  septic  tank  and 
filter  plants  at  private  premises. 
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4.  OFFICES.  SHOPS  AND  RAILWAY  PREMISES  ACT,  1  963  and 
SHOPS  ACT,  1950 

Continued  activity  in  connection  with  the  administration 
of  the  Acts  are  indicated  below.  With  respect  to  the 
Shops  Act,  1950  the  working  hours  and  conditions  of  employment 
of  shop  assistants  are  well  controlled  by  full  employment  of 
workers  in  all  industries  and  the  activities  of  shop  workers 
organisations.  Consequently  very  few,  if  any,  shops  remain 
open  until  the  statutory  closing  hour  let  alone  after  it. 


Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Promises^ _Ac  t 


Premises 

1 — - -  . . 

Number 

Registered 

’  Inspections 

- r 

Accidents) 
Reported  . 

Contraventions 

Found 

i 

Remedied 

Offices 

36 

5  : 

' 

1 

6 

Shops 

157 

109 

1 

136 

145 

Wholesale 

Shops 

8 

5 

11,1 1,1  wumMMiM-t. 

8  ’ 
- H 

3 

10 

. 

Catering 
Establish¬ 
ments  . 

16 

13 

1 

12 

1 

1 

217 

- -  ■■  - - 

132 

I 

4 

2  1148 

 !  — 

1  4 

173 

L 

Analysis  of  Contraventions 


Contravention 

Found 

J 

j 

Remedied 

i 

Cleanliness 

k 

j 

13  1 

11 

Temperature 

23 

28 

Lighting 

1 

1  1 

Sanitary  Conveniences 

33 

23 

Yfashing  Facilities 

8 

9 

Clothing  Accomm. 

2 

2 

Sitting  Facilities 

3 

3 

Floors,  Stairs  etc. 

4 

5  ! 

Machinery 

1 

3 

First  Aid  Equipment 

j 

11 

16 

Miscellaneous 

l 

1  . .  .  . .  . 

18 

28 

1 

- T - 

1 

t 

119 

129 

1 
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Two  non-fat al  accidents  were  reported.  One  related  to 
injury  sustained  "by  the  manager  of  a  public  house  when  an 
unsupported  gas  cylinder  fell  on  his  leg.  The  provision  of  a 
suitable  cylinder  stand  and  chain  fastener  were  requested  and 
provided.  The  other  accident  involved  the  fall  of  a  shop 
assistant . 


SHOPS  ACT, 

Insp ections  86 

These  figures  relate  specifically  to  inspections  made 
under  the  Shops  Act,  1950.  Inspections  made  during  visits 
under  the  Offices  Shops  and  Rei.lv/ay  Promises  Act  are  not 
recorded  as  separate  visits. 

ANALYSIS  OF  COrgRAVENCTONS 


Contravention 

iFound 

Remedied 

Evening  Closing 

1 

r 

Half  day  Trading 

- 

1 

Half  Day  Closing 

3 

7 

Sunday  Trading 

- 

1 

Young  Persons  Employment 

- 

1 

Assistants  Half  -Holiday 

3 

4 

Posting  of  Abstract 

— 

1 

1 

j 

7 

i  ^  1 

5.  REFUSE  COLLECTION  AND  DISPOSAL 


The  Council  have  provided  and  maintain  refuse  receptacles 
at  the  1404  Council  owned  dwellings,  under  what  might  be  termed 
a  "municipal  bin  scheme",  and  at  2,760  private  houses  under  a 
loan  bin  scheme.  This  means  that  the  Council  have  provided  and 
maintain  refuse  receptacles  at  over  40£o  of  the  dwellings  in  the 
district  and  this  percentage  rises  weekly.  A  proposal  to 
implement  a"municipal  bin  scheme"  in  respect  of  all  ^ho 
dwellings  in  the  district  with  its  attendent  advantages  and 
reduction  in  administration  costs  was  rejected  by  the  Council 
when  estimates  were  being  considered  in  respect  of  the  financial 
year  1 970/71 . 
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A  draft  plan  has  been  prepared  of  the  proposed  incineration 
plant  to  serve  ITigston,  Blaby  and  part  of  the  City  of  Leicester- 
the  Oadby  U.D.C.  having  withdrawn  from  the  consortium.  Initial 
figures  indicate  that  the  maximum  cost  of  disposal  of  1  ton  of 
refuse  at  the  plant  will  bo  £3. 

I  cannot  envisage  the  plant  being  in  operation  before  1973. 


The  refuse  collection  fleet  consists  of  1  -  16/18  cu.yd. 
fore  and  aft  tipping  freighter,  2  -  35  cu.  yd.  and  2  -  50  cu.  yd, 
compression  vehicles.  A  provisional,  order  has  been  placed  for 
replacement  of  the  fore  and  aft  tipper  with  a  50  cu.  yd. 
compression  vehicle  in  mid  1970. 


A  satisfactory  collection  cycle  has  been  maintained 
during  the  year  but  was  marred  by  the  ravages  of  the  influenza 
epidemic,  on  the  refuse  collectors,  in  December.  At  one  period 
50/  of  the  collectors  were  off  ill. 

The  incentive  bonus  scheme  plays  a  large  part  in  the  success 
of  the  refuse  collection  service. 


Per Ae_t_w ee  n  coll e c t i o n s  -  January  _1_st__to  December  31st.  1969 


j  ■ 

1 

1 

1 

1 

I 

1 

!  o 

of  times  cycle  achieved 

Collection  Cycle 

Wigston 

South 

Meres 

Trade 

in  Days 

Fields  Gang 

i 

Gang 

Gang 

Gang 

7 

V>J 

38 

34 

nru 

% 

1 

6 

2 

3 

3 

7 1 

,  1 

8 

4 

1 

3 

8 i 

1 

4 

3 

1 

4 

1 

9 

2 

9m 

1 

j 

4 

2 

ii 

1 

j 

2 

12 

1 

12j 

1 

i 

} 

14 

1 

3  | 

15 

t 

1 

i 

1 

_  .  J 

The  compound  provided  at  the  entrance  to  the  Magna  Road 
refuse  tip,  as  a  place  where  domestic  refuse  can  be  deposited 
by  local  ratepayers,  has  proved  a  success.  Its  enlargement  and 
being  made  a  permanent  site  in  1  970  have  been  planned. 


Twelve  cars  abandoned  on  Council  owned  car  parks  and  ten 
cars  abandoned  on  other  sites  were  dealt  with  during  the  year. 
Two  section  20  notices  were  served. 
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6.  ^RADEJ&TUSB 

Five  men  and  a  vehicle  are  now  employed  full  time  in  this 
work.  One  bin  per  week  is  emptied  free  of  charge  at  business 
premises  the  remaining  trade  refuse  being  removed  at  a  charge 
of  12/6  per  bin  per  quarter  or  30/ ~  per  vehicular  hour. 

Special  collections  of  refuse  from  dwelling  houses  are  charged 
at  the  latter  rate. 

Special  collections  of  bulky  refuse  were  made  from  100 
houses.  Chargeable  tra.de  refuse  is  removed  weekly  from  over 
140  business  premises. 


Year  ending  31st  Mflrnh- 


'ade 

Refuse  Collection 


£. 

1969 

2381 

1 968 

2083 

1967 

1880 

1966 

1596 

1965 

1417 

1964 

1262 

1963 

1142 

1962 

940 

7.  SALVAGE 

During  the  year  ending  31  st  March,  1 970,  1 82  tons  of 
paper  and  card  were  sold  for  £1,125 


8.  SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  AREA 
10 33  complaints  were  received 

264  concerning  infestations  by  rats  and/or  mice 

485  concerning  defective  dustbins 

284  concerning  public  health  and  housing  matters 

1416  premises  were  visited  concerning  nuisances  and  defects. 
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Visits  and  Inspections  -  initial  and  return 


Accumulations  6  A 

Animals  kept  2 

Animal  Boarding  Establishments  3 

Clean  Air  Act  65 

Caravan  Act  3 

Civic  Amenities  Act  1  36 

Disinfection  97 

Dirty  premises  etc.  14 

Drainage  1 45 

Dairies  and  Milkshops  and  Milk  Regulations  1  6 

Pood  Premises,  Food  and  Drugs  Act  334 

Factories  Act  74 

Housing  and  Lodging  houses  62 

Ice-cream  sampling  32 

Improvement  Grants  1  36 

Infectious  diseases  and  food  poisoning  59 

Interviews  -  telephone  595 

others  278 

Meat  and  Food  inspection  201 

Milk  sampling  21 

Miscellaneous  500 

Nuisances  1 081 

National  Assistance  Act  31 

Noise  Act  119 

Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act  144 

Overcrowding  3 

Public  conveniences  96 

Prosecutions  0 

Pet  Animals  Act  3 

Rat  and  Mice  Destruction  (  including  visits 

by  Rodent  Operator)  1291 

Rent  Act  0 

Refuse  collection,  disposal  and  haulage  2927 

Slaughterhouse  and  Knackers  Yards  10 

Shops  Act  1 24 

Schools  9 

Water  Supply  19 

Water  samples: 

Mains  40 

Wells  2 

Swimming  baths  42 


Specimens  and  swabs  etc. 

Faeces 

15 

Notices 

Housing 

Public  Health 

Outstanding  1st  January,  1 969 

Nil 

60 

Issued  during  year 

Nil 

708 

Complied  with  during  year 

Nil 

659 

Outstanding  31  st  December,  1 969 

Nil 

109 

Regulated  buildings 


There  are  two  residential  caravans  permanently  situated 
in  the  district  -  one  at  Crow  Mills  and  one  in  Cooks  Lane. 

Both  sites  are  licenced  and  well  conducted.  There  has  been  no 
problem  during  the  year  arising  from  itinerant  caravan  dwellers. 
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9.  PET  ANIMALS  ACT,  1951 

There  is  one  licenced  establishment  in  the  district. 


10.  ANIMAL  BOARDING  ESTABLISHMENTS 


The  licenced  kennels  and  cattery  in  Newton  Lane  meet 
a  local  need  for  the  boarding  of  cats  and  dogs,  especially  at 
holiday  times  and  the  reception  of  stray  dogs  picked  up  by 
the  police. 


11. 


FOOD  HYGIENE  (  GENERAL  )  REGULATIONS ,  1  9 60  and  1  966 . 
FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1953. 


No  outbreaks  of  food  poisoning  or  other  food  borne 
diseases  were  reported  during  the  year,  which  probably  is  an 
indication  of  a  satisfactory  standard  of  hygiene  in  food  premises 
and  among  food  handlers.  The  advent  of  the  supermarket  type 
shop  has  brought  a  standard  in  structures,  equipment  and  food 
handling  practices  often  higher  than  that  required  by  legislation 
and  many  of  the  smaller  trades  have  been  stimulated  by  this  and 
raised  standards  at  their  premises.  There  is  a  place  in  the 
community  for  the  small  shopkeepers,  and  I  praise  their 
tenanicity  and  thank  them  for  their  co-operation  during  what  I 
know,  for  them,  has  been  a  difficult  year. 


Premises  inspected 


Visits 


made  ;  Found 


l. 


Contraventions 


Remedied 


— 1 

3 

3 

r— - 

3 

12 

8 

16 

6 

• 

3 

8 

13 

3 

6 

19 

14 

7 

15 

10 

23 

26 

18 

22 

56 

39 

35 

21 

a 

11 

Bakehouses 

Butchers 

Cafes 

Canteens,  Kitchens  etc. 

Flour  &  Sugar  Confectionery  shops 

Fish  &  Chips  &  Fishmongers 

Greengrocers 

General  Grocers 

Licenced  Premises 

Mobile  Shops 

Slaughterhouses 

Dairies 


6 

2 

10 


E 


91 


0 

0 

0 


114 


2 

0 

1 


134 
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Unsound  food  and  foreign  objects  in  food 

r- ■  ■.  ■  ■  m  r  '■  ii'aw  in;.—,  tm  .  »■  rr«-  -xi^.-r»r  -■  i.r  >  ■  ■  ,~nr  .tir.-Tf  .-ttsj— 

Complaints  received  and  investigated  under  this  heading 
included: - 

1  .  Glass  in  a  bottle  of  milk 

2.  Two  dirty  milk  bottles 

3.  Snail  shell  in  a  tin  of  imparted  tomatoes 

4.  Mould  in  apple  turnover 

3.  Plastic  toy  in  bottle  of  lemonade 

6.  Cardboard  in  margarine 

7.  Metal  in  a  biscuit 

8.  Ply  in  a  pork  pie 

9.  Two  tins  of  sour  cream. 


Proceedings  are  to  be  instituted  in  the  court  in  respect 
of  one  of  the  dirty  milk  bottles. 

All  the  other  complaints  were  thoroughly’ investigated  but 
in  no  instance  was  it  considered  that  the  institution  of  legal 
proceedings  was  the  best  method  of  dealing  with  the  matter  or 
would  be  successful. 

In  the  case  of  the  snail  shell  in  the  tin  of  imported 
tomatoes,  it  appears  that  as  the  law  stands,  proceedings  can 
net  be  taken  against  the  packers  as  they  operate  outside  the 
United  Kingdom. 


The  Milk  (  Special  Designation  ) 


Dairies  and  Distributors  of  Milk 

DAIRIES  DISTRIBUTORS 


2 


28 


Bacteriological  .milk  samples 

Pasteurised  11 

Sterilized  8 

All  samples  satisfied  the  prescribed  tests. 

The  unsatisfactory  bottle  washing  machine  at  the  local 
pasteurising  plant  was  altered  to  mitigate  against  broken  glass 
being  retained  in  bottles.  Previously  the  ORIFICE  in  the  bottle 
CUPS  was  considerably  less  in  area  than  that  of  the  bottle  kneck. 
Consequently,  any  foreign  body,  e.g.  broken  glass,  which 
accidentally  gained  access  to  a  bottle  did  not  always  drop  out 
even  when  the  bottle  was  inverted  during  the  washing  process. 


-  15  - 


Ice  -cream 

85  premises  are  registered  for  the  storage  and  sale  of 
ice-cream. 

One  firm  in  the  district  operates  a  fleet  of  vehicles 
retailing  soft  ice-cream. 

30  samples  were  taken  from  5  different  manufacturers  in 
addition  to  ice-lollies.  7  of  the  samples  were  of  soft  ice-cream. 


Soft 

Other 

Total 

GRADE 

1 

4 

20 

24 

GRADE 

2 

2 

1 

3 

GRADE 

3 

- 

1 

1 

GRADE 

4 

1 

1 

2 

Meat  and  other  food  inspection 

The  one  licenced  slaughterhouse  in  the  district  has  been 
conducted  in  a  satisfactory  manner  during  the  yean. 


Disposal  of  Condemned  Food 


The  following  foods  were  surrendered,  condemned  and 
disposed  of  by  deep  burial  at  the  Council’s  Refuse  Tip. 


Meat  at  slaughterhouse 
Meat  at  retail  shops 
Canned  neats 
Other  canned  foods 


Tons  Cwts.  Qrs.  lbs. 


3  3  16 

1  2  19 

1  2 
12  0  4 


17 


3 


13 
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Carcases  Inspected  and  Condemned 


j 

Cattle 

1  excluding 
cows 

- - --T I 

o 

Q 

ca 

Calves 

T~ 

1 

j.  Sheep 
and 
| Lambs 

-» —  -  '  -  - 

1 

Pigs 

Horses 

Number  killed  ! 

217 

1 

- 

1306 

61 

Number  inspected  j  21  ^ 

* 

i  _ 

- 

1306 

61 

- 

1 - 

All  Diseases  except 
Tuberculosis 

V/hole  carcases  condemned 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was 
j  condemned 

Percentage  of  number 
inspected  affected 
with  diseases  other 
than  tuberculosis 

i 

I 

I 

j 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

C\J 

-i 

i _ 

- 

- 

53 

— 

i 

VP 

4 

! 

- 

& 

85? 

- 

i  Tuberculosis  only 

Y/hole  carcases  condemned 

|  Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was 
condemned 

:  ' 

L 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

i  Percentage  of  number 
inspected  afTected  with 
j  tuberculosis 
i 

i 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

i 

i  Cystic ercosis 
i 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was 
j  condemned 

Carcases  submitted  to 
treatment  by 
refrigeration 

Generalised  and  totally i 
condemned 

1 

l 

i 

1 

1 

~  i 

I 

i 

i 

1 

-  4 

| 

- 

i 

i 

i 

L 

i 

1 

1 

j 

- 

t 

j 

1 

~  i 

1 

1 

i 

_  ; 

I 

4 

- 

- - - - - ?  1  1 

i 

- 1  - 

i 

- 

-  -■  1 

1 

1 

| 

Sterilization  )  Regulations,  1  969 


These  Regulations  which  cane  into  force  on  the 
1  st  November,  t-969,  will  be  welcomed  by  all  public  health 
inspectors.  They  require  inter  alia  that  no  meat  can  be  removed 
from  a  knacker  yard  unless  it  has  first  been  sterilized  by  steam 
under  pressure^by  boiling.  This  has  removed  the  danger  of  raw 
diseased  meat,  bought  for  pet  food,  being  taken  into  domestic 
kitchens  etc. 


The  effect  in  Wigston  is  tha.t  the  owners  of  the  local- 
knacker  yard  have  installed  meat  sterilising  equipment  heated 
by  gas  and  no  raw  knacker  meat  is  now  sold  from  the  local  pet 
shop. 


Knacker  Yard 

There  is  one  establishment  in  the  district  and  it  has 
been  well  conducted. 
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12. 


NOISE 


The  word  "nuisance"  is  not  defined  either  in  the  Public 
Health  Act,  1  936  or  the  Noise  Abatement  Act,  19^0.  In  the  case 
Walter  v  Selfe  in  1851,  nuisance  was  defined  as  "  an  inconvenience 
materially  interfering  with  the  ordinary  comfort,  physically,  of 
human  existence,  not  merely  according  to  elegant  or  dainty  modes 
of  living,  but  according  to  plain  _so_b er __and  .simple  notions  among 
the  English  people".  I  make  reference  to  this  definition  because 
of  the  number  of  complaints  received,  of  nuisances  from  noises, 
which  it  must  be  admitted  exist,  but  can  not  according  to  plain, 
sober  and  simple  notions  be  classified  as  causing  nuisances. 

I  am  amazed  at  the  number  of  people  in  urban  areas  who 
expect  all  noises  to  cease  after  11.0  p.m.  and  who  state  that  they 
can  not  adapt  themselves  to  even  low  frequency  "new"  noises  which 
may  arise  from  a  factory  where  new  machinery  has  been  installed 
or  a  night  shift  started. 


94  visits  were  made  in  respect  of  noise  from  21  premises, 
compared  with  19  visits  and  10  premises  last  year.  7  informal 
notices  were  served  and  6  complied  with . 


The  complaints  related  to  noises  fromrr- 

1  )  corn  grinding  mill 

2)  knitwear  factory  on  shift  work 

3)  fire  alarm  bell  at  a  factory 

4)  pile  driving 

5)  factory  ventilation  fans 

6)  discotheque 

7)  garage  workshop  radio 

8)  engineering  factory  on  shift  work 

9)  generator  operating  traffic  lights 

10)  tuning  of  racing  cars 

11)  number  of  houso  radios,  noisy  neighbours  etc. 


1  3 .  RODENT  CONTROL  -  PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT.,  1949 

The  department  amploys  a  trained  Rodont  Operator. 

The  destruction  of  rats  and  mice  at  private  dwellings  is  carried 
out  free  of  charge  but  a  charge  is  made  in  respect  of  industrial 
and  commercial  premises. 

All  premises  and  land  owned  by  the  Council  and  the 
foul  sewers  are  systematically  inspected  and  treated  against 
rodent  infestation. 

a)  Sewer  Baiting 


There  are  11 50  sewer  manholes  in  the  district.  During 
the  year  the  sewers  were  treated,  using  fluoroacotamide  as 
tie  poison  and  pin  head  oatmeal  a.s  the  bait  base. 


Surface  Treatments. 


b) 

Under  this  heading  877  inspections  were  made  by 
the  Rodent  Operator  at  300  properties. 

The  approximate  number  of  properties  to  be  protected  is  10,140. 
No.  of  properties  inspected  as  a  result  of  : 

a)  Notification  264 

b)  Survey  under  the  Act  etc.  3 6 

300 

No.  of  properties  found  to  be  infested: 

a)  Rats  1 97 

b)  Mice  24 

221 


HOUSING; 

With  reference  to  Circular  92/69  Slum  Clearance  and 
to  my  report  to  the  Council  in  late  1967  that  approximately 
122  houses  had  a  maximum  life  of  3  years,  the  Council  are 
negotiating  the  purchase  of  6-^rd  acres  of  land  on  which  to 
provide  dwellings  for  tho  occupiers  of  the  bulk  of  these 
houses  and  also  from  32  houses  which  will  be  demolished  during 
road  improvements. 

It  is  anticipated  that  re-housing  will  be  effected  in  1  972. 


Inanectiqn  of  dwelling  houses  during  the  year.  1969 


1  .  a)  Total  no.  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  for 

housing  defects  (  under  Public  Health  or  ...  1 061 

Housing  Acts. ) 

b)  No.  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ....  1843 


2.  a)  No.  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  and 

recorded  under  the  Housing  Consolidation 
Regulations  1 932  and  1 933  . . . .  1 

b)  No.  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ....  2 


3.  No.  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  in  a  state 
so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be 
unfit  for  human  habitation  ....  1 


Removal  of  unfit  houses 

Clearance  areas  represented  during  year 


NIL 


Individual  unfit  houses  represented 


3 


Demolition  of  unfit  houses 


Clearance  areas 

Area  No.  35  (  Last  port)  13,  15,  17/19  Moat  Street  ...  3 

Area  No.  43  (  Last  part)  31  to  37,  Victoria  Street  •••  4 

Area  No.  56  (  Part)  110  to  118  Bull  Plead  Street  &  •••  5 

12  to  18,  Newton  Lane  ...  4 


16 


Individual  unfit  houses 


2  to  8  Fistow  Road  .  4 

Individual  unfit  houses  closed 


94,  Leicester  Road  .  1 

22  &  24,  Welfcrd  Road  .  2 


3 


Unfit  houses  ma.de  fit  and  houses  in  whij3_h  d^f ect_s_\7er e_  remedied 

a)  after  informal  action  by  local  authority  ....  11  9 

b)  after  formal  action  by  local  authority  ****  NIL 


New  houses 

Total  number  of  applicants  for  Council  houses 
at  end  of  year 

Applications  received  during  year 
Programme  of  local  authority  housing 

Erected  during  year 
In  course  of  erection  at  end  of  year 
Total  of  post  war  houses  completed 
Local  authority 
Private  enterprise 


310 

(301) 

103 

(83) 

NIL 

(NIL) 

NIL 

(nil) 

1068 

(1068) 

4783 

(4205) 

(  *  Figures  in  brackets  are  those  for  1  968  ) 
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Improvement  G-rants 


1,963  • 


Housing;  Financial  Provisions  _Ac_t_,_  1  958 . 

House  Purchase  and  Housing  Act,  1959- 

The  Housing  Act,  1 969  became  operative  on  the  25th  August, 
I969,  raised  the  maximum  standard  grant  from  <£1 55  to  £200; 
discretionary  grants,  now  termed  "improvement  grants"  from 
£800  to  £1,000  and  to  include  in  the  latter  mentioned  grants 
a  sum  in  respect  of  repairs  and  replacements  equal  to  5&/0  of 
half  the  amount  of  the  approved  expenses  e.g. 


£400 

£600 


improvements  works  cost 
repairs  and  replacements  cost 


£1 ,000 


Approved  expenses 


As  half  the  approved  expenses  is  £500  the  maximum 
grant  for  repairs  and  replacements  will  be  based 
on  £500  not  £6 00,  Total  grant  will  therefore  be 
5($  of  £900  not  £1,000. 


The  repair  provision  is  not  designed  to  provide  for  the 
rectification  of  minor. .defect s  that  are  bound  to  be  present  in 
nearly  all  houses  after  a  time  but  to  deal  with  defects  which 


and  fittings.  The  Act  also  provide  for  grants  of  up  to 
£50  per  house  in  respect  of  "area  improvements". 

The  Housing  Act,  19^9  introduces  a  new  system  of  rent 
control  in  respect  of  houses  with  controlled  tenancies,  brought 
up  to  a  satisfactory  standard.  Where  or  when  a  house  is 
provided  with  or  is  to  be  provided  with  all  the  standard 
amenities  and  is  in  good  reapir,  the  landlord  can  apply  for  a 
"  qualification  certificate".  When  the  local  authority  are 
satisfied  that  the  qualifying  conditions  have  been  satisfied 
they  will  then  issue  the  certificate.  The  Rent  Officer  for 
the  area  will  then  on  application  by'  the  landlord  issue  a 
certificate  of  ffair  rent1 .  The  increase  is  phased  over 
5  years  except  that  if  the  increa.se  is  less  than  37/6  per  week 
the  rent  can  be  increased  each  year  by  j/6  a  week  until  it 
reaches  the  fair  rent. 

Inspections  in  respect  of  qualification  certificates 
will  be  carried  out  by  your  public  health  inspectors,  who  hope 
to  persuade  more  c?/ners  of  tenanted  houses  to  carry  out  grant 
aided  improvements. 

Continuous  and  steady  progress  has  been  made  in  the  work 
of  promoting  the  installation  of  standard  amenities. 

Standard  G-rants 


No.  of  applications  received 
Fr  om  own  er/ occupiers 
From  owners  of  tenanted  houses 


32 

14 

18 

31 


No .  approved 
No.  refused 


1 


No.  of  dwellings  improved  during  year  20 
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1 5 .  FACTORIES 

There  are  176  factories  on  the  register 
a)  Inspections 


.  NO.  Of 

Premises 

Inspections 

Defects  Defects 

found  j  remedied 

1 

Notices 

served 

Factories  with 
mechanical  power  74 

15 

16 

15 

I 

Factories  without  ( 

mechanical  power  0  j  0 

0 

0 

74  j  15  i  16 

1  ! 

^  15 

b)  Outworkers 


No.  of  local  firms  employing  outworkers  .  23 

No.  of  local  outworkers  employed  by  such  firms  .  1 30 

No.  of  outworkers  outside  district  employed  by 

local  firms  . 1  08 

No.  of  local  outworkers  employed  by  firms 

outside  district  .  21 

No.  of  outworkers  in  district  .  131 


(amployed  during  the  6  months  preceoding  August,  1969) 


(20) 

(100) 

(95) 

(30) 

(130) 


*  figures  in  brackets  for  1 968 


The  various  trades  carried  on  e„t  factories  in  the  urban 
area  are: - 


Abrasives  manufacturing 
Adhesives  and  3 cal or  manufacturing 
Agricultural  machine  repairing 
Baking 

Babywear  making 

Bar-fitting  and  plastic  fabricating 
Biscuit  manufacturing 

Boot  and  shoe  manufacturing  and  incidental  trades 

Boot  and  shoe  repairing 

Building  and  joinery 

Carton  adaption  and  repairing 

Concrete  batching 

Corset  making 

Cycle  repairing 

Cotton  waste  and  bobbin  recovery 
Dyers  and  finishers 
Drum  and  instrument  making 
Electrical  component  making 
Electro  plating 
Electric  vehicle  making 
Engineering  -  general 
Engraving 


(  Continued) 
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Trades  in  the  area( continued) : - 

Football  jersey  and  stocking  making 

Film  laminating 

Furniture  repairing 

Grain  drying 

Heating  Element  making 

Hosiery  making,  dyeing  and  finishing 

Ice-cream  mailing 

Iron  founding 

Jersey  fabric  making 

Knackery 

Knitted  outerwear  making 
Laundry 

Lighting  and  electronic  engineering 
Milk  pasteurising 

Motor  vehicle  repair  and  maintenance 

Non-ferrous  metal  founding 

Paper  baling 

Plant  hiring 

Pattern  making 

Plastic  moulding  and  colouring 
Portable  buildings  manufacture 
Pre-cast  concrete  manufacture 
Printing 

Photographic  lithographers 

Radio  and  television  receiver  repairing 

Railway  wagon  repairing 

Sausage,  meat  pie  and  cooked  meat  making  and  preparing 

Slaught ering 

Spring  manufacturing 

Tailoring 

Woodworking  and  case  repairing 
Wood  last  making 
Worsted  spinning 
Wool  packing 
Waterways  maintenance 
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Factories  Act,  1961. 

Rre_scibed  ^artjL_culjrirs_  on  ..the.  Jl  dBini  s  t  r  at  ion 
of  the  Fact_arie_s_  Act ,  1  9.4l • 

PART  1 


1  .  INSPECTIONS 


|  Premises 

No .  on 
;  Register 

.  — . . 

Number  of 

~  "Inspections  ~T~'  Written-  ’  '  Occupiers 

Notices  prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which 
sections  1 ,  2,  3,  4  &  6 
are  to  be  enforced  by 

Local  Authorities. 

t 

1 

1 

:  1 

1 

!  ! 

_  ....  j  j  -  - 

(ii)  Factories  not  included 
in  (i)  in  which  Section  7 
is  enforced  by  the 

Local  Authority. 

176 

j  j 

7k  |  15 

|  i 

(iii)  Other  premises  in 
which  Section  7  is 
enforced  by  the 

Local  Authority 
(  excluding  outworkers f 
premises)  i 

i 

t 

1 

t 

t  | 

1 

i  s 

!  i 

1  j 

Total  j  ^76 

. - -  -  —  1  -  — 

1  j 

74  !  13 

1 

2.  Cases  in  which  DEFECTS  were  found 


No.  of  cases  in  which  defects  were 
found 


Particulars 


Referred 

I  To' Hji.  By  K.ll 
Found  .  Renedied  Insp.  !  Insp 


•  No.  of  ca,ses 
; in  which 
! prosecutions 
'I  were 

i instituted 


Want  of  cleanliness  (S.1  ) 


- j. 


Overcrowding  (S.2)  NIL 

j 

Unreasonable  temperature  (S.3) 

» 

Inadequate  vetila.tion  (S.4) 


-  24  - 


Particulars 


No.  of  cases  in  which  defects  Yrere 
found 

!  Referred 

To  H.M.  J  Byll.M. 
Insp . 


i  Pound  Remedied 


Ineffective 
drainage  of 
floors  (S.6) 


Sanitary  Conven¬ 
iences  (S.7) 

a)  insufficient 

b)  unsuitable  or  ! 
defective 


c)  not  separate  i 


for  sexes 


Other  off one os 
against  the  Act 
(  not  including 
offences  relat¬ 
ing  to  Outwork.) 


15 


15 


16 


NIL 


16 


i  No.  of  cases 
i  in  which 
i  prosecutions 
•  were 
instituted. 


NIL 


PART  mi 


Outwork 

(  Sections  133  &  134) 


i  " 

No.  of  out- 

No.  of  cases 

-  -  j 

!  No.  of  pros-  j 
ecutions  for  j 
failure  to 

No .  rf 

!  Notices 

workers  in 

j  of  default 

instances 

served 

j  August  list 

in  sending 

of  Y7crk 

and 

!  required  by 

lists  to  the 

supply  lists 

in  unwhcle- 

prosec- 

!  S. 133(1  )(c) 

Council 

some  prem- 

utions. 

1 

» 

ises 

V/ earing 

Apparel  „ 

L 

Malting  * 

i< 

r 

eto 

Cleaning!  143 

. 

and 

Washing 

4 

1 6. 


On  the  1  st  October,  1  969  the  remaining  provisions  of  the 
Clean  Air  Act,  1 968  came  into  force  and  was  taken  advantage  of. 

It  is  now  possible  under  section  1  to  control  the  burning  cf  waste 
materials  e.g.  old  motor  tyres,  insulation  cables  to  recover  copper 
etc.  at  industrial  or  trade  premises,  on  bonfires  or  receptacles 
net  provided  with  chimneys. 

Before  the  inception  of  this  section  of  the  Act  it  was 
necessary  to  prove  a  nuisance  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  neighbourhood 
from  dark  smoke  emitted  from  the  burning  of  such  materials,  before 
Statutory  proceedings  could  be  instituted.  Now  the  emission  of 
dark  smoke  from  such  burnings  is  a  contravention  of  the  Act,  Dark 
smoke  means  smoke  as  dark  or  darker  than  shade  2  in  tho  Ringelmann  Chart. 
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There  has  been  no  serious  industrial  smoke  problem 
during  the  year. 

22  recorded  visits  and  18  observations  of  emissions 
from  industrial  chimneys  were  made  at  14  premises. 

8  nuisances  were  recorded  ,  8  informal  notices  and  8 
complied  with. 

3  applications  for  the  calculation  of  industrial 
chimney  heights  were  dealt  with. 


7.  STAFF 


A  student  public  health  inspector  was  appointed  during 
the  year  and  the  Establishment  Committee  recommended  the 
Council  to  increase  the  establishment  of  the  Public 
Health  Department  by  one  qualified  public  health  inspector 
during  the  next  financial  year. 
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APPENDIX  *Af 

I  am  indebted  to  the  Engineer  and  Surveyor  to  the 
Wigston  Urban  District  Council  for  the  following  report: 


At:  Wigston  U.D.C.  Sewage  Disposal  Works 

In:  the  County  of  Leicester 

Height  of  Top  above  Ground  :  8" 

Diameter  of  Gauge:  5n 

Height  of  Ground  above  Sea  Level:  249  feet 
National  Grid  Reference:  SP.  5930.  9673 


Month 

Total 

Depth 

Greatest 
fall  in 

24  hours 

Number  of 
,01  in . 
or  more 

days  with 
.04  in. 
or  more 

J  anuary 

2.27 

.51 

22 

11 

February 

1,66 

.32 

16 

12 

March 

1 .79 

.68 

16 

10 

April 

1.70 

.41 

15 

8 

May 

4.99 

1  .22 

24 

17 

June 

1  .04 

.29 

11 

7 

July 

2.26 

1  .29 

8 

6 

August 

2.43 

.44 

18 

13 

September 

0.88 

.29 

10 

5 

October 

0.45 

.21 

6 

5 

November 

2.12 

.36 

16 

11 

December 

2.10 

.33 

18 

14 

Totals 

23.69 

180 

119 

/' 


